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Educational Background

PhD in English Studies, 2012

Dissertation title: “Traumatic Infidelities: Translating the Literature of the Armenian Genocide”

Committee: Rebecca Saunders, Christopher C. De Santis, Kristin Dykstra
Illinois State University, Normal, IL, USA

MA in English Studies and Graduate Certificate in Women’s Studies, 2005

Illinois State University, Normal, IL, USA

BA in Book Arts and Printmaking, 2001

Cedar Crest College, Allentown, PA, USA

Publications

Articles & Essays
· “Translations from Armenian: Reimag(in)ing the Inassimilable” in Violent Phenomena: 21 Essays on Translation. Ed. Kavita Bhanot and Jeremy Tiang. Tilted Axis Press, 2022.
· “Becoming Aurora: Translating the Story of Arshaluys Mardiganian.” Dissidences: Hispanic Journal of Theory and Criticism, 4.8 (2012).
· “Traduttore, Traditore: Translating How, Betraying What?” in The Book of Saint Ejneb. Ed. Angela Harutyunyan and Aras Özgün. 10th Sharjah Biennial, March 16 – May 16, 2011.
· “(Un)Disciplining Traumatic Memory: Mission Orphanages and the Afterlife of Genocide in Micheline Aharonian Marcom’s The Daydreaming Boy.” With Rebecca Ann Saunders. Contemporary Women’s Writing 4.3 (2010).

Translations

· “Enough” by Zabel Yesayan in Feminism in Armenian: An Interpretive Anthology, Melissa Bilal and Lerna Ekmekcioglu, eds., Stanford University Press, forthcoming 2023.
· On the Theory of Prose by Viktor Shklovsky. Dalkey Archive Press, 2021.

· “God Has Passed Through Here” by Susanna Harutyunyan in The 2021 Short Story Advent Calendar, Alberto Manguel, ed., Hingston & Olsen, 2021.
· “It Will Always Be Sung” by Anna Davtyan. Los Angeles Review of Books (March 25, 2021).

· Art and Production by Boris Arvatov. Pluto Press, 2017.

· The Hamburg Score by Viktor Shklovsky. Dalkey Archive Press, 2017.

· “A Conversation with Victoria Polevá” by Taylor Davis-Van Atta. Music & Literature Magazine, Features (March 13, 2014).

· An excerpt from The Name Under My Tongue by Krikor Beledian. Best European Fiction 2013. Dalkey Archive Press, 2013.

· A Hunt for Optimism by Viktor Shklovsky. Dalkey Archive Press, 2013.

· Bowstring: On the Dissimilarity of the Similar by Viktor Shklovsky. Dalkey Archive Press, 2011.

· Dust by Arkadii Dragomoshchenko. With Thomas Epstein, Evgeny Pavlov, and Ana Lucic. Dalkey Archive Press, 2008.

· Energy of Delusion: A Book on Plot by Viktor Shklovsky. Dalkey Archive Press, 2007.

· I Want to Live: Poems of Shushanik Kurghinian. Watertown: AIWA Press, 2005.

· Excerpts from “The Inevitability of the Unwritten” by Andrei Bitov. CONTEXT 16 (2004).

· “Letter from Russia: Contemporary Fiction” by D. Golynko-Volfson. CONTEXT 14 (2003).

Edited Volumes

· Սյուզան Սոնթագ, «Ուրիշների ցավին հայելիս», ՀԱՀ հրատարակչություն, 2022։
· Big Other Folio: Micheline Aharonian Marcom, February 27, 2020.

· «Ֆեմինիստական տեսության ժողովածու. 80-ականներ», Հայնրիխ Բյոլ հիմնադրամ, 2018։
· Հաննա Արենդթ, «Մենք՝ փախստականներս», ՀԱՀ հրատարակչություն, 2016։
Reviews & Interviews

· “Reading Micheline Aharonian Marcom.” Music & Literature Magazine, Issue 1 (Fall 2012).

· “A Conversation with Micheline Aharonian Marcom.” CONTEXT 22 (2008).

· Review of Draining the Sea by Micheline Aharonian Marcom. The Review of Contemporary Fiction 28.2 (Summer 2008).

· “A Conversation with Arkadii Dragomoshchenko.” CONTEXT 20 (2007).

Honors and Awards

· Honorable mention for the translation of Bowstring: On the Dissimilarity of the Similar by Viktor Shklovsky, Modern Language Association, Aldo and Jeanne Scaglione Prize for a Translation of a Literary Work (2013).

· Global Supplementary Fellowship from Open Society Institute to complete the dissertation (2011).

· Dr. Carolann S. Najarian Scholarship from the Armenian International Women’s Association (2010); the fund recognizes women who are emerging professionals in the humanities, social sciences or sciences, and who have significantly contributed to their area of specialization.

· Taimi Ranta Award for Teaching by a PhD Candidate. College of Arts and Sciences, Illinois State University (2009).

Teaching Experience

American University of Armenia, Yerevan, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Graduate Certificate in Translation Program, 2012–present.
· Assistant Professor
- CHSS 380: Introduction to Translation Studies
A theory-based preparatory course for English/Armenian translators in the humanities and social sciences.

- CHSS 381: History and Theories of Translation
The course studies the history of translation and the theories that have accompanied the changing roles of translation in the societies where they have been put into practice.

- CHSS 382: Practicum in Translation

A practice-based course designed to help translators develop and expand their translating and editing techniques.

Illinois State University, Normal, IL, Department of English, 2006–2012.

· Teaching Fellow

- ENG 261: Women’s Literature in a Global Context (Spring 2012)

Literature by women of diverse ethnicities to examine varieties of texts and their cultural 

construction.

- ENG 128: Gender in the Humanities (Spring 2010)

Examination of gender roles, norms, and stereotypes from a broad range of perspectives 

within humanities across centuries and cultures.
- ENG 125: Literary Narrative: Lamentation and Rituals of Mourning in Literature (Spring 2009)

Critical reading and analysis of a variety of literary narratives that reflect on human experience. 

- WGS 120: Women, Gender and Society: Multicultural Perspectives (Fall 2009)

Critical study on how systems of gender shape societies around the world, and how individual and collective actions transform the gender system of a society. 

- IDS 203: Nations and Narrations: Comparative Representations of Trauma (Fall 2008)

Construction of national identities from cultural, philosophical, religious, and political empires using narrative discourse as a lens.

- ENG 206: Cultural Expressions in Social Contexts (Spring 2008 & Spring 2011)

Interdisciplinary study of varieties of women’s cultural expressions within distinct social contexts including comparative emphasis on different regions of concern.

Related Work Experience

American University of Armenia, AUA Press, 2018 – present

· Director

American University of Armenia, Graduate Certificate in Translation Program, 2012 – present

· Coordinator of the program

Mandorla: Nueva escritura de las Américas / New Writing from the Americas, Spring 2011

· Editorial assistant, Issue 14

Dalkey Archive Press, Center for Book Culture, Normal, IL, 2003–2005

· Editorial assistant

· Book review editor of contemporary Armenian and Russian fiction

· In-house literary translator

Committee Work

· PEN Armenia, Chair of the Translation & Linguistic Rights Committee (2021 – present).

· Calouste Gulbenkian Translation Series, Advisory Committee Member (2015 – present).
Conference Papers

· “Across the Linguistic Divide: Translating a Century of Armenian Feminist Thought.” Feminist Interventions in Armenian Studies, Armenian Interventions in Feminist Studies. MIT Women and Gender Studies Program. April 7, 2018.

· “Traumatic Infidelities: The Experience and its Translations in Mabel Elliott and Zabel Yesayan.” Strategies of (Un)Silencing, Blind Dates Conference. American University of Armenia. October 26–27, 2012.

· “The Commemorative Act Project: Foreignizing the Translation of Memory.” Seminar on “Reconciliation and Its Discontents,” American Comparative Literature Association. April 1–4, 2010.

· “The Concept of the Foreign in Micheline Aharonian Marcom’s The Daydreaming Boy.” Special Session, “Familiarity and Foreignness in Literatures of the Diaspora.” The 51st Annual Convention of the Midwest Modern Language Association. November 12–15, 2009.

· “A Global Response to Catastrophe: Teaching Micheline Aharonian Marcom’s The Daydreaming Boy.” Emerging Spaces in Graduate Student Research: The New Directions in English Studies Conference. Illinois State University. February 13, 2009.

· “(Un)Disciplining Traumatic Memory: Mission Orphanages and the Afterlife of Genocide in Micheline Aharonian Marcom’s The Daydreaming Boy” in collaboration with Rebecca Saunders. Geographies of Visual and Literary Culture: Modernist Studies Association Ninth Annual Conference. Long Beach, CA. November 1–4, 2007.

· “The Baggage of Memory: Remembering the Armenian Genocide in Beast on the Moon.” Graduate Student Conference, “Politics of Memory.” Illinois State University. December 3, 2004.

· “Cartographies of Global Feminisms: Mapping Our Autobiographical Journeys.” Women’s Studies Ninth Annual Symposium. Illinois State University. March 26, 2004.

Panels and Colloquia

· “Translation as Creative Writing,” colloquium with Nicolás Mansito III, Andrea Riley, Kristin Dykstra, and Gabriel Gudding. Illinois State University. March 26, 2008.

· “Finding Language: Armenian Women Writing Across Translation,” panel with Nancy Agabian, Lara Aharonian, Lerna Ekmekcioglu, and Caroline Rupprecht (moderator). Middle East & Middle Eastern American Center. City University of New York. February 19, 2008.
Workshops

· 2010 Summer Literary Translation Workshop. Women’s Resource Center, Yerevan Armenia. May 18 – July 22, 2010.

· 2009 Summer Literary Translation Workshop. Utopiana Cultural Center and Women’s Resource Center, Yerevan Armenia. May 26 – June 18, 2009.

References

· Rebecca Saunders, Professor of Comparative Literature, Department of English, Illinois State University, rasaund@ilstu.edu.
· Christopher De Santis, Professor, Director of Graduate Studies, Department of English, Illinois State University, ccdesan@ilstu.edu.
· Kristin Dykstra, Distinguished Scholar in Residence, American Studies Program, Saint Michael’s College, kdykstra@smcvt.edu.
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