CURRICULUM VITAE

Name: Artur Avanesov

Date of birth: 09 December 1980

Place of birth: Moscow, Russian Federation

Nationality: Armenian

Education:

1987 – Started the piano studies at the age of 7.

1997-2002 – Study at Composition and Piano Departments of the Yerevan Komitas State Conservatory with professors Stepan Rostomyan (composition) and Yelena Abadjyan (piano). Honor diplomas in both majors. 
2002-05 – Postgraduate studies in composition in the same conservatory, completed with excellence.
2003-05 – Contemporary music performance masterclasses as a member of the Lucerne Festival Academy (Switzerland) with pianists Michael Wendeberg, Dimitri Vassilakis, and Florent Boffard.
2005 – Doctor of Arts degree in musicology, awarded by the National Academy of Sciences of Armenia for the dissertation on Philosophy and Aesthetics of Zen Buddhism in the Music of XX Century.

2007 – Contemporary music performance courses in Freiburg (Germany) with Ensemble Recherche and pianists Jean-Pierre Collot and Claus Steffens-Holländer. 

Activities:

Piano performance:

Since 1997 – Several hundred concerts in Armenia, Georgia, USA, Switzerland, Germany, Austria, the Netherlands, France, Italy, Russia, Spain, Cyprus, Ukraine, Turkey, Israel, Cyprus, and Iran. Repertoire ranging from Renaissance and baroque music to the newest compositions by contemporary composers. About 80 world premieres of modern pieces by Armenian, Georgian, Finnish, Portugiese, Dutch, Swiss, American, Azerbaijani, and Iranian authors.

2001-05 – Founding member and active participant of the Contemporary Music Ensemble AUS in Yerevan, Armenia. About 30 recitals in Armenia, Georgia and Switzerland.

2003-05 – Performed a number of significant contemporary music works at the Lucerne Summer Festival (Switzerland) with Pierre Boulez conducting.

2004 – Collaboration with the Swiss ensemble Pre-Art. 6 recitals at different international music festivals.

2005-16 – Founding member and active participant of Laboratorium International Contemporary Music Ensemble under the artistic direction of Pierre Boulez; performances at international music festivals in USA, Switzerland, Spain, and Germany. 
2006 – Best accompanist prize at Aram Khachaturian Third International Competition (Yerevan, Armenia).

2006 – Recital and other activities at the Mozart Festival in Tehran (Iran).

2006 – Organization and performances at the America-Armenia: Music Now Festival in Yerevan, together with composer Laura Kaminsky (USA).

2009 – Collaboration projects with Seattle Chamber Players, Rohan de Saram (cello, UK), Tony Arnold (soprano, USA) and Movses Pogossian (violin, USA). 
2009-12 – Solo and ensemble performances at the Davos Festival (Switzerland).

2010 – First public performance of the Violin Sonata by Cesar Franck in Iran after the Islamic Revolution (with Maziyar Zahireddini).

2011 – Armenian contemporary music recital at the Festival 4020 in Linz, Austria.

2011-2014 - Founding member and active participant of Convergence New Music Ensemble (Armenia/Georgia/Switzerland).

2012 – Solo performances with the National Symphony Orchestra of Georgia.
2012 – Solo performances at the Berlin Philharmony and Gare du Nord, Basel. 

2013-16 – Collaboration with the baritone Vladimir Chernov in Payerbach Summer Vocal Academy, Austria.
2014 – Collaboration with Krzystof Penderecki at the Yerevan Perspectives Festival.
2014 – Recitals with Anja Lechner (cello, Germany) at the Fajr International Music Festival in Tehran, Iran

2014 – Best accompanist prize at the Aram Khachaturian Ninth International Cello Competition, Yerevan

2014 – First complete recording of Leo Delibes‘ art songs and a recital in La Flèche, France with soprano Fanny Crouet.
2015 – Solo performance with the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra, Israel.
2015 – „Golden Orpheus“ Prize from the French Academy of the Lyric CD for a recording of C. Cui’s and P. Tchaikovsky’s art songs with the mezzo soprano Mariam Sarkissian (France)

2015 – Publication of a CD with art songs by R. Melikian and T. Mansurian (with Mariam Sarkissian) under the Brilliant Classics label.
2016 - Performance at Dastgah Iranian Music Festival in Hannover, Germany.

2017 - Recitals at Opus3 Music Festival in Yerevan, Armenia.
2018 – Recital at Arkhangelsk Philharminic Hall, Russia.

2018-21 – Concerts and recordings with Ensemble Assonance, Armenia.

2019 – Concert dedicated to Tigran Mansurian’s music at UCLA’s Schoenberg Hall. 

2020 – Collaboration with the Armenian National Philharmonic Orchestra within the Friday Philharmonic online concert series. 
Composition:

Since 1996 – Several dozens of solo, chamber, vocal and choral compositions that have been performed in Europe, USA, CIS countries, Canada, Japan, Brazil, Cyprus, Taiwan, Lebanon and Iran.

2003 – First Prize at the Benjamin Britten Chamber Composition Competition in Yerevan.

2004 – First Prize at the Lazarus Sarian Vocal Composition Competition in Yerevan.

2006 – Naregatsi Composition Award (All-Armenian Composition Competition).

2010 – Composer-in-residence at Lark Music College (Glendale, California); numerous lectures and performances including a lecture at UCLA and first retrospective concert in Seattle. 

2012 – Certificate of Recognition from the State of California, USA

2012 – World premiere of the Clarinet Concerto at Tonhalle Zürich, Switzerland.
2015 – World premiere at Teatro La Fenice, Venice, Italy.
2019 – Recital of choral music by Hover Chamber Choir, Yerevan, Armenia.

2020 – Publication of the CD „Modulation Necklace“ under New Focuse Recordings label
2022 – Completion of „Tre Sonate“ for piano trio, to be recorded in UCLA’s Music Studio and published on a CD in 2023. 
Musicology:


Since 2000 – A few dozens of musicological articles, critical reviews, research papers, and online publications, participation at conferences and symposiums.
2000-05 – Editor of Musical Armenia magazine. 
2005 – Doctor of Arts degree for the dissertation on the philosophy and aesthetics of Zen in contemporary music.

 
2006-13 – Researcher at the Instutute of Arts of the National Academy of Sciences of Armenia.

2009 – CEC ArtsLink grant for the studies of the influences of Zen Buddhism on American composers. Lectures on Armenian music at the State University of NY (Purchase College) and City University of NY (Graduate Center). 


2010 – Publication of the Antology of Modern Armenian Piano Music (Glendale, California).


2013 - Publication of the Collected Choirs by Tigran Mansurian.


2014 - Cycle of online lectures (History of Musical Composition) on BoonTV.

2019 – Symposium dedicated to Tigran Mansurian’s 80th anniversary, UCLA, Herb Alpert School of Music. 


2019 – Publication of the collected articles Relations without Interaction dedicated to the Artsakh conflict in music, literature and culture.


2022 – Completion of the 2nd grade music textbook for Armenian public schools. Ongoing work on music textbooks for other school grades. 

Teaching activity:

2005-21 – Composition instructor at the Yerevan State Conservatory.

2008-18 – Lecturer at the same Conservatory (Problems of Contemporary Music and Notation Systems of Contemporary Music).

2012 - Composition instructor for AGBU Summer School in Yerevan, Armenia. 

2013-17 – Adjunct instructor at American University of Armenia (Music Appreciation, Understanding the XX Century through Music, and Music and Literature courses.)
Since 2017 – Full-time instructor at American University of Armenia (in addition to the afore-named courses, also teaching Music Theory and Armenian Music)
2018-21 – Head of the Composition Department at Yerevan State Conservatory and instructor at the same conservatory teaching Composition, 20th Century Avant-Garde Music and Musical Styles.
2019 – Awarded with the title of docent (equivalent to associate professor) by the Supreme Certification Committee of Armenia.

Public service (most recent):
2018-19 – President of the Board of Trustees of Romanos Melikyan State Music College in Yerevan, Armenia.

Since 2018 – Member of the Scientific Council of Alexander Spendiaryan House-Museum, Yerevan, Armenia. 
2018-21 – Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the Yerevan State Conservatory.

2018-21 – President of the Ethics Commission at Yerevan State Conservatory.
2019-21 – Member of the Ethics and Grievance Committee at American University of Armenia.
2019-21 – President of the Curriculum Committee at Yerevan State Conservatory, author of first official curricula up to the standards of the Bologna Process that successfully passed the institutional inspection in 2020.
Since 2022 – Secretary of the Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate of American University of Armenia.
